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Westminster United Church Funeral Policy
Planning a Funeral Service

Death is a reality of life.  Christians do not attempt to deny this fact or to meet it with stoic strength.  We do grieve, but we do not grieve as a people without hope. Instead, we meet death directly, seeing it in the context of our Easter faith.  At Easter we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Each Sunday we gather to continue that celebration. Each day we try to enact our Easter faith and to live out our baptism as those who have already passed through the waters of death to new life.  Empowered by our hope of resurrection, the Church faces death, offers thanksgiving for the gift of life, and celebrates our Christian hope.  The themes of grief, thanksgiving and hope will be part of a Christian funeral. Typically the symbols of Easter and baptism will accompany the funeral service.  These symbols might part of the hymns used, the cloth/colors in the sanctuary (such as white or gold), and in the lighting of the Paschal Candle (Christ Candle) which symbolizes the resurrected life of Christ in which we share.

Location

Whenever possible it is preferable for the Christian funeral to take place in the Church.  The Church building is the place where much of our worship life is spent and being surrounded by the symbols of faith may help reinforce the funeral service as an act of worship.  That being said however, when space is a problem and another facility is used, including some of the symbols from the church may be considered and can help to retain the connections to the regular place of worship.  
Normally during the service the bereaved family will sit in the front pews.  They are encouraged to participate in the liturgy (singing of hymns and sharing of prayers) as they feel able to. The incumbent minister (or the designated replacement) shall preside over all funerals held at Westminster. However, in consultation with Church Council/Ministry and Personnel Committee, approval may be given for other ministry personnel to assist, if requested. 

Music

The minister will be pleased to help you select hymns appropriate to the service.  The hymns selected should be hymns that contain the themes of grief, thanksgiving and hope.  Easter hymns or hymns of praise are always suitable.  If there are any particular hymns or songs that were favourites of the deceased or that would bring comfort to the family, the minister will be able to help the family decide if these music selections are suitable.

Time of Remembering/Eulogy 
This part of the service helps us recall the life of the one who is deceased by presenting the community with a faithful recollection of the life of the deceased.  This may be done through the display of symbols, the sharing anecdotes/stories and/or a brief biography.  Secular readings may also be part of the time of remembering provided they are consistent with the Christian content of the service.  
Family members and/or friends are encouraged to offer the eulogy. In the event that they are unable to do so however, the minister may be asked to speak on their behalf reading from a printed eulogy that the family has prepared for this purpose. 
Video presentations can be offered before and after the service. Please see appendix “Technology and Power Point Presentation” to find out more about the parameters related to this option. 

Service of the Word

In this part of the service the Word of God is read and proclaimed through the scriptures and the preaching.  In consultation with the minister, family members are welcome to select appropriate scripture lessons and may ask friends/family  to provide the readings during the service.  

Committal Service

This brief time at the graveside happens right after the service and is the final moment of the funeral.  Here in hope of resurrection we commend the life of the deceased to God’s care and the earthly remains of the deceased to the ground.

Memorial Gifts

Families may choose to contribute memorial donations to organizations which represent what their loved ones died from (ie: Cancer Society, Heart and Stroke Fund, etc). However, we also invite you to consider the local church and other organizations that your loved one “lived for” when deciding where and how Memorial Gifts will be directed.  

Westminster United Church has a Planned Giving Fund to receive memorial donations. Monies from the Planned Giving Fund are distributed each year to support vital programs in the church and outreach to the wider community. 

Envelopes for the Westminster Planned Giving Fund will be made available at all funerals held at Westminster United Church so that people may contribute in memory of your loved one.
Families may also choose to direct memorial gifts to other organizations that are important to your loved one and/or your family. In this regard, it is up to the family to arrange for envelopes and/or information about the charity of choice to be available on the day of the funeral. These items will be included with the Westminster Planned Giving Fund envelopes at the guest table.  

For more information on the Westminster United Church Planned Giving Fund, or to view our policy regarding the use of donations made to the Planned Giving Fund, please ask the minister for more information during your consultation time.  

Accompanists, Choir and Soloists

Our church accompanists are available to play for funerals at Westminster United Church. You can obtain their names and contact numbers from the minister or ask that they be contacted on your behalf to provide music for the service.

The Westminster United Church Choir may also be able to provide leadership for the singing of the hymns. If you would like them to do this, please indicate your wishes to the minister so that the members can be contacted for availability. 

Our office also has the names of a variety of soloists who may be available should you want special music at the service. Contact numbers for these people can be made available to you upon request. Please note however, that the remuneration for a soloist is the responsibility of the family and will not be covered by the church.      

Cost

The basic cost of a funeral or graveside service is $475.00. This includes the services of the minister, administrative costs, building sanctuary/hall, caretaking and same day committal.  

Optional Service Fees
Accompanist: $100.00

Soloist: $50.00 per song

Audio Visual: $50.00 surcharge for technical access

Technical Support/Assistance: $50.00 per hour 

Reception/Funeral Lunch: Cost dependent upon menu and number of people expected

Any mileage incurred by the minister to attend/officiate at a funeral, graveside or committal service will be at the rate set by the United Church of Canada per kilometer return mileage from Humboldt. 
Please Note: If you choose to have the committal at a later date and request the services of the minister to attend/officiate there will be an additional cost of $250.00 payable at the time of the graveside service/committal. 
Reception/Funeral Lunch
Following the committal service a reception may be helpful in terms of establishing contact with the community of support.  Such a gathering may be held in a home, restaurant/other facility or the church hall.

If requested, Westminster United Church Funeral Reception Committee will arrange to provide a buffet lunch in the church hall.  The fee for this service will be based on what you would like served and will include the following:
· All direct costs of lunch you choose (meat, fruit, cheese trays & buns, napkins, pickles, sugar, coffee, tea, cream milk, juice, etc)

· Plus cost of dainties (Ie: $12.00 per 9 x 13 pan of squares, etc)
· Plus $2.50 per attendee at the lunch
Please see appendix “Westminster United Church Funeral Lunch Menu” for more information about availability and related costs.
If a reception is desired separate from the funeral service, then a fee of $175.00 will apply for use of the church hall. This includes hall use and caretaking. 
Westminster will issue an invoice for services rendered. 

Payment for all of the above can be made to Westminster United Church and either left at the church office or mailed to:

Westminster United Church

Box 2050 

Humboldt, Sask. S0K 2A0 

Or e-transfer to westminsteruc@sasktel.net

Payment is due within 30 days. Please contact the church office if you need to make arrangements for a payment plan.
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