WESTMINSTER UNITED CHURCH: HUMBOLDT PASTORAL CHARGE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

(Congregation’s part in BOLD type)

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

Siblings in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the gift of grace that is given to us in the sacrament of baptism.

WE ARE ONE BODY AND ONE SPIRIT.

WE HAVE ONE HOPE IN GOD’S CALL TO US.
By water and the Spirit we are called, claimed and commissioned; We are called God’s own, given our identity as children of God; We are claimed by Christ, united with Christ, united with each other and the Christian community of every time and place; we are commissioned to Christ’s ministry of love, peace and justice, and strengthened by the Holy Spirit for the work of the church in the world.

And so as we gather at this font to claim for others the gift of God’s grace and call in Jesus Christ; we celebrate their welcome into the family of faith.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATE (S) FOR BAPTISM

(REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CONGREGATION):  On behalf of the congregation of Westminster United Church, I present ______________________, for initiation into the body of Christ through baptism.

QUESTIONS FOR THE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN/INFANTS

MINISTER:  
Do you desire to have your child baptized?

PARENTS:
I do, by the grace of God.

MINISTER: 
Will you accept the responsibility of acting and speaking on your child’s behalf?  Will you nurture your child in the Christian life and grow with them in faith, hope and love?

PARENTS:
I will, God being my helper.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
MINISTER:
Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, do you promise to resist evil and to live in love and justice?

PARENTS:
I do, by the grace of God.

MINISTER:
Do you believe in God, Source of Love, in Jesus Christ, love incarnate and in the Holy Spirit, love’s power?

PARENTS:
I do, by the grace of God.

MINISTER:
Will you join with your Christian siblings in the mission and ministry of Christ’s church?

PARENTS:
I will, God being my helper.

(Optional)...QUESTION FOR THE SPONSORS/GOD PARENTS 

MINISTER: 
Will you encourage this child to cherish life in all its mystery and wonder as you share your love, spiritual traditions, wisdom and understanding with them, so that they may learn to live in love and peace, justice and kindness. 

SPONSORS:
I will, God being my helper. 

(Optional)...ADDITIONAL CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT FOR THOSE LIVING OUTSIDE OF THE WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY 
MINISTER: 
This family will be living away from our community, but God’s love knows no distance. As a congregation our support for this family comes as we help to make the world a better place for all children. As we baptize this child, our prayers strengthen and support them, even at a distance, as we walk the ways of Jesus. Do you the congregation of Westminster United Church commit yourselves to living and growing in God’s love that you may support this child and their family in this way.

CONGREGATION : We do, by the grace of God. 

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT
MINISTER: 
Let us pledge to these persons our support and care.

AS A BAPTIZED AND BAPTIZING CHURCH, WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO SUPPORT AND UPHOLD YOU WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH.  MAY GOD GRANT US ALL THE GRACE TO LIVE OUT OUR BAPTISM.

MINISTER:
Let us join in a statement of our communal faith…

WE ARE NOT ALONE, WE LIVE IN GOD’S WORLD. WE BELIEVE IN GOD, WHO HAS CREATED AND IS CREATING WHO HAS COME IN JESUS, THE WORD MADE FLESH TO RECONCILE AND MAKE NEW, WHO WORKS IN US AND OTHERS BY THE SPIRIT.  WE TRUST IN GOD.  WE ARE CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH: TO CELEBRATE GOD’S PRESENCE TO LIVE WITH RESPECT IN CREATION TO LOVE AND SERVE OTHERS TO SEEK JUSTICE AND RESIST EVIL TO PROCLAIM JESUS, CRUCIFIED AND RISEN, OUR JUDGE AND OUR HOPE.  IN LIFE, IN DEATH, IN LIFE BEYOND DEATH, GOD IS WITH US.  WE ARE NOT ALONE.  THANKS BE TO GOD.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND POURING OF THE WATER

God be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU

Lift up your hearts.

WE LIFT THEM TO GOD.

Let us give our thanks to God.

IT IS GOOD TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE.

Gracious and Holy One, we bless you for the gift of life, and within it, the gift of water.  Over its unshaped promise your Spirit hovered at creation; by water comes the growth of the earth.  Through water, you led the children of Israel to freedom; in the waters of the Jordan your Child Jesus was baptized.  Now may your Spirit be upon us and what we do, that this water may be a sign for all of new life in Christ.

BLESSED ARE YOU, O GOD.

Eternal and present God, we thank you for the water with which you bless us.  We pray that those who are baptized, knowing the death and resurrection of Jesus, may live forever in your grace.

BLESSED ARE YOU, O GOD.

Pour out, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon this water, that this font may become your womb of new birth, our fount of blessing and source of grace.

BLESSED ARE YOU, O GOD.  ALL GLORY, PRAISE AND HONOUR BE TO YOU, NOW AND FOREVER.  AMEN.

THE BAPTISM

__________________, I baptize you in the name of God the Creator, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

AMEN.
_____________________, Child of God, from this day forward, you bear the sign of the Anointed One.  Amen.

AMEN

_____________________, may the power of the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born of water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful witness to Jesus Christ.  Amen.
AMEN

OTHER SYMBOLIC ACTIONS

PRESENTATION OF THE BAPTISMAL CANDLE:  _____________________, receive this light.  It signifies that by our baptism we pass from darkness to light, and from death to life.
SHINE AS ONE WHO LIVES IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST.
OTHER PRESENTATIONS & SYMBOLIC ACTIONS

WELCOME AND BLESSING
Into the household of faith, we welcome you with joy and thanksgiving.
WE ARE MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST.  WE ARE INHERITORS OF GOD’S PROMISE.  IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, WE WELCOME YOU.
The grace of Christ attend you, the love of God surround you, and the Holy Spirit keep you, now and forever.  Amen.
AMEN
ALL MAY RETURN TO THEIR PLACE AS WORSHIP CONTINUES

PLEASE LEAVE THESE INSERTS AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH AFTER THE SERVICE TODAY. 
THANK YOU.
