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Westminster United Church Wedding Policy
The Westminster United Church staff is pleased to discuss wedding plans with couples of all gender combinations and is willing to help you in any way possible as you prepare for your marriage.
1. Requirement:  Those requesting the celebration of marriage covenants, at or by the ministry person of Westminster United Church must meet one of the following requirements:
· have at least one person that is already associated with our community of faith

· have family involvement in our congregation

· be interested in making Westminster the base of their faith journey in their new 
· life together.

2. Ceremony: The incumbent minister (or their designated replacement) shall preside

    over all weddings held at Westminster. However, if requested and in consultation with

    Church Council (Ministry and Personnel Committee), approval may be given for other

    ministry personnel to assist. This is a service of worship and arrangements are

    expected to fit within that context.

    Please make an appointment to discuss your wedding with our minister as soon as 
    possible.  Six months prior to the proposed date is not too early to begin discussing
    details. 

3. Marriage Preparation:  In these times when there are so many stresses on family

    life, we believe that every couple planning a marriage should do everything possible

    to understand and strengthen their relationship. We strongly recommend that couples

    participate in marriage preparation workshops.  Our recommended way of doing this

    is: 
· Marriage Preparation Video Resource. More Than Friends is an innovative, flexible, affordable web-based marriage preparation resource designed to be adaptable to the diverse situation of couple and communities of faith.  
Please visit  www.morethanfriends.live

4. License:  A valid wedding license must be obtained from a Marriage License Issuer,

    (ie. Jeweller). The marriage license is effective one day after the date of purchase

    and is valid for 3 months or 90 days.  Please bring your license to the church office at

    least one week prior to the wedding.
5. Marriage Registration Document: This document is required by the Government of

    Saskatchewan. The church supplies an information form to be filled out regarding

    relevant data. 

6. Music: You will need to arrange a consultation with the minister at least a month

    before wedding date to discuss choice of accompanist and appropriate music

    selections for your wedding. You can obtain the names and contact numbers of

    available accompanists from the minister or you may wish to use your own

    accompanist. 

    Music chosen should express an appropriate view of love and marriage. You may

    find other opportunities to use favourite songs at the reception and/or dance.

7. Fees: The fees are as follows:

· $180.00 for the use of the church

· $200.00 minister

· $100.00 accompanist

· $  60.00 for caretaker

· $  50.00 administration fee


A $50.00 non-refundable deposit is required at time of booking.


Extra costs:

· Mileage for accompanist (at current rate)
· Mileage for minister (at current rate) if wedding takes place in a location other than Westminster United Church. Mileage will be based on a round trip from Westminster United Church to the site of the wedding for both the rehearsal and the ceremony.

· The cost of a soloist and/or purchase of special candles and/or music are extra.

Important: All fees should be paid to Westminster United Church no later than two (2) weeks prior to your wedding date.

8. Wedding Programs: Printed programs for your service are optional and may be purchased at most wedding boutiques or religious book stores. You will be responsible for having the programs printed.  Included in the program is the request that no confetti be thrown in or near the church, that bubbles only may be used outside the building, and that there may be some restrictions for taking photographs during the service.

9. Photography:  As this is a service of worship, only the official photographer may take pictures during the ceremony.  However, people are welcome to take pictures as the wedding party enters the sanctuary, as the register is being signed; as the Unity Candle (if used) is being lit, and as the wedding party leaves the sanctuary. The use and location of all video cameras must be agreed upon after consultation with the wedding party and the minister.
2.
We look forward to the opportunity to be part of your Wedding Celebration. If you have any questions or require further information regarding your plans, please contact the church office at 682-2799 or westminsteruc@sasktel.net
FURTHER TO THE WEDDING POLICY

Couples must order their official certificate of marriage from eHealth Saskatchewan

Certificate Requests:
Electronic requests can be completed online, manual forms will need to be completed and submitted accordingly:
	Fax:


Mail:
	306-787-2288
(Fax orders must be paid by credit card)

eHealth Saskatchewan
Vital Statistics Registry
101 – 1445 Park Street
Regina, SK S4N 4C5
(Mail orders can be paid by money order, cheque or credit card) 

Please make money orders and cheques payable to eHealth Saskatchewan.

Money orders must be in Canadian funds.

	
In Person:
	
You can order a certificate at 1445 Park Street in Regina, SK.


Surname after Marriage
Each newly married person may choose to use one of the following surnames: 

·  their birth surname, i.e. the legal surname as recorded in the birth registration records of the jurisdiction where that person was born 

·   the surname of their spouse

·   their pre-marriage surname, i.e. the legal surname used immediately prior to their current marriage 

· a double surname made up of the spouses’ surnames. A double surname can contain no more than two components and may be joined by a hyphen.

Note:                                                                                                                              You do not need to apply for a legal change of name or file a notice with Vital Statistics, nor does it result in a change of name to birth records. You can decide to return to your own surname at anytime. To change your identification, please contact each agency directly to determine their requirements for making a change in their records
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